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intention of sharing their European markets with the emigrants
across the sea or even with the sister kingdoms of Scotland and
Ireland. By means of the Navigation Act they forced the
colonists to buy what they needed from England only, and to
carry all they wished to sell to English ports first for distnbution.
The interference was mainly with the trade of the Southern States
of Virginia and Carolina and of the West Indies. The West
Indies received more attention than any other colony; these
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islands traded with New England as well as with the home
country and carried on a lucrative but illicit commerce with
Spanish and Portuguese America, New England suffered from
the anti-French policy of the home government, and the attempts
to prevent their trade with the French plantations were greatly
resented. The French Newfoundland fisheries enabled the
New England colonists to buy considerable quantities of French
Wines, brandies, and other goods; several of the West Indies
were in French hands, and the northern colonists saw no reason
for confining their trade to the English islands. Attempts to
discourage the trade failed, and the English government was still